Drug concealment in custody deaths--two cases.
Internal concealment of drugs of abuse is a well established method of transporting such substances to avoid detection while they are being smuggled across international frontier lines.(1,2) The same method has been used by dealers and 'pushers' in between purchases on their selling rounds to avoid detection by the police. These methods of hiding drugs may be used by persons taken into short-term custody, in their belief that potential withdrawal effects would thus be avoided by continued availability of their drugs. Two cases are reported in which such concealment was discovered at autopsy after death had occurred while in police custody. In one case the drug concealed was dihydrocodeine and was directly responsible for the death.